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Excerpt from a speech by Mao Zedong at an enlarged meeting of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist

Party.

X. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHINA AND OTHER COUNTRIES

We have put forward the slo-
gan of learning from other coun-
tries. | think we have been right.
At present, the leaders of some
countries are chary and even
afraid of advancing this slogan. It
takes some courage to do so,
because theatrical pretensions
have to be discarded.

It must be admitted that every
nation has its strong points. If
not, how can it survive? How can
it progress? On the other hand,
every nation has its weak points.
Some believe that socialism is
just perfect, without a single flaw.
How can that be true? It must be
recognized that there are always
two aspects, the strong points
and the weak points. The secre-
taries of our Party branches, the
company commanders and pla-
toon leaders of our army have all
learned to jot down both aspects
in their pocket notebooks, the
weak points as well as the strong
ones, when summing up their

experience. They all know there
are two aspects to everything,
why do we mention only one?
There will always be two aspects,
even ten thousand years from
now. Each age, whether the fu-
ture or the present, has its own
two aspects, and each individual
has his own two aspects. In
short, there are two aspects, not
just one. To say there is only one
is to be aware of one aspect and
to be ignorant of the other.



